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THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES 
. The N.C.C.L. was formed as a direct respOnse to the nee4 
of the times and the pressure of world events. 
The nineteen-tl1irties witnessed the rapid growth of 
Fascism, in its acute form in Italy, Germany and Japan, in 
a milder form in this and other countries. During those ten 
years Japan invaded Manchuria and China proper, Italy 
conquered Ethiopia, the civil war was waged in Spain and 
Hitle1 .. rose to power and launched Germany upon the road 
of terror and aggre.ssion. In this country there were ala·rming 
indications of the growth of fascist tendencies in the form of · 
re~essive legislation and the abuse of police. powers and, in 
an incredibly short time, the emerg·ence ·Of Mosley and his 
blacks11irts, who proceeded to conduct a campaign of 
systematic disorder and violence Which. was not only un-
checked by the authorities, but was often made p·ossible ·under 
police protection. 
Small wonder ~hat fa~-seeing lov~rs of Democracy realised 
that somethjng must be done to stem the tide of reaction and 
to def e.nd our traditional Civil Liberties and Democracy from 
the menace of Fascism. 
It was against this national and international background 
that the National Council for Civil Liberties was formed in 
1934. . 
· The · aims of the Council and -its achievements have 
·called forth the widespread Support of democfatic bodies 
and individuals resulting in a rapid development of its 
~o~k, until now it has ea·med its place as a ''National 
Organisation'' of importance. It has over 750 Industrial, 
Co-op·erative and other organisations affiliated to· it and· a 
large number of individual members and the assistance of 
several branches in different parts ,of the country. Ronald 
Kidd, the Founder and first General Secretary of the Council 
until his death in 1942, and E. M. Forster and H. W. Nevinson, 
early Presidents of the Council, built well indeed in laying 
the foundations and develop1ing the work of the Council. 
AIMS 
The. purpose of the N.C.C.L. is (1) to defend those. civil 
liberties which have been established by our forefathers after 
grim struggles, and (2) to work for the establishment and 
recognition of further civil liberties; that is, for the broaden-
ing and developing of democracy. 
It must. be clearly understood that the N.C.C.L. is not just 
a . '' defensive '' organisation which proclaims to those in 
authority in Government or other sph~res, '' If you attack 
Civil Liberties we will resist you." Its work is of a far 
more positive nature not only to defend existing civil liber-
ties, but to help in the establishment of new ones. 
To-day we enj.oy far more civil libe.rties than did the 
citizens of 100 years ago. To-morrow, as the people's con-
ception of democracy broadens, our child·ren will enjoy more 
civil liberties than we. It is this constant movement, growth 
and enlargement of democratic conceptions which, makes it 
impossible for the work of the N.C.C.L. to remain static. 
The Council must be alive to this growth which is some-
times slow, sometimes rapid and must help it forward. For 
instance, during the war emergency, industrial workers had 
to bear the burden of severe restrictions, but at the same t 
time they were accorded the guaranteed week and appeal 
against arbitrary dismissal. Similarly, rights given to con-
, scientious objectors to military service have been confirmed 
and enla1·ged. It may \vell be that these will be established 
permanently as recognised civil liberties. 
LIBERTY IS INDIVISIBLE 
. 
The N.C.C.L. has always been alive to the fact that what 
hap1pens in this country is the result ·Of and part of world 
events, and that it must follow th,ose events closely and 
express views upon them;. for Liberty, like Peace, is 
indivisible. , 
Thus, for example, before the war the N.C.C.L proteste·d 
strongly against the introduction of Ghetto Benches in Polish 
Universities; it published forthright comments on the total 
censorship of the French Press in 1940, and it expressed its 
views on the danger of failing to establish democracy in 
Greece and other liberated countries in 1945. 
The Council has constantly protested against the persecu-
tion of anti-fascist, democratic workers in Spain under the 
Franco fascist regime and has welcomed and supported the 
efforts to unite the forces working for the rebirth of demo--
cracy and civil liberty in that country. 
The N.C.C.L. must, even to a greater degree because of the 
. direct responsibility of the British Government, concern 
itself with, the workings of dem,ocracy in the Colonies and 
India. It is impossible to give details of all the work which 
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has b1een done in this c.onnection., Suffice., it to say that the. 
Council has conducted vigorous campaigns again·st the. 
negation of civil rights in the _West Indies, the Gold Coast 
and ·Other parts of the Colonial Empire. · It has always pressed 
for the same civil liberties to be accorded to the Indian pieople 
as are enjoyed by the people of the United Kingdom, and 
urged the ~Go,,e.rnment to release the anti-fascist Indian 
leaders. Sin1ilarly, the Council has worked for the enlarge-
ment of civil liberty in the Coloni'es, which must take. place 
side by side with their social and economic development . 
For this reason · it has welcomed every op1portunity to 
meet leaders from the Colonies, as when it arranged recep-
tions to the West African editors visiting this country in 1943, 
and to the Trade Union delegates from the Colonies who we1·e 
in London for the World Trades Union Conference 'in 
' February, 1945. These. receptions provide valuable: oppo.r-
tunities for the exchange of views with those who are guiding 
the. Colonial peoples through the difficult period of develop·-
ment which is now facing them. · 
' 
The Council has always kept in close touch with its sister 
organisations in the Dominions and the United States and 
discusses with them matters of mutual interest. In addition, 
before the war the Council was in useful contact with the 
French League for the Rights of Man. The occupation of 
France broke this association, but the end of the war has 
now made the re-establishment of contact possible. 
OUTSTANDING ACTIVITIES 
The following is a brief ot1tline of some of ~he outstanding 
activities of the N.C.C.L.: 
1934 
Almost immediately after the Council had been cons:ituted 
it took practical action to exercise systematic vigilance during 
the arrival of the Hunger Marchers and their stay in London .. 
ALer the previous Hunger March in 1931 independent 
witnesses had made grave charges of provocation and other 
irregularities against the police. Before this second Marc.h, 
therefore, the Council issued a statement over the signatures 
of distinguished men and women protesting against the pro-
vocative tone of the Home Secretary's announcement before 
~e arrival of the Hunger M~rchers, and stating that respon-
s1 ble members of the Counctl would act as observers during 
•.. 
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the· demons.trations and report on the conduct of the Marchers 
and the police. This state.ment received wide publicity and 
ha·d a salutary effect in official quarters. 
Its first · big activity, in 1934 was to organise. a national 
campaign against the so-called ''Sedition Bill," which cul-
minated in a Trafalgar Square demonstration. The purpose 
of the Bill was '' to make better provision for the prevention 
and punishment of endeavours to seduce members of His 
Majesty's forces from their duty or allegiance." The Bill was 
drafted in such wide terms that it ·made it an offence for a 
citizen to have possesslon of any ,document which, whether 
it was intended for ·distribution to 1nembers of H.M. Forces 
or not, might, if it fell into the hands of members of the 
Fo~ces cause disaffection. Thus, all anti-war or pacifist 
publications would come within the scope of the Act. More-
over, the Bill, as originally drafted, gave power to a single 
magistrate to issue a warrant .enabling any constable to enter 
any premises anyWhere. The N .C.C.L. denounced the Bill 
as an attack OB· liberty of sp·ee·ch, and the Press. As a result 
of the widespread agitation, amendments were secured in the 
Bill which removed some of its worst features. 
1935 
In 1935 the Council sent a Commission of Inquiry· to ex-
amine the purpose and effect of the Special Powers Acts in 
Northern · Ireland. T·he members of the Commission \vere 
the late E. Aylmer Digby, K.C., J.P.; Miss Margery Fry, J.P .. ; 
·william McKeag, Solicitor; E. L. Mallalieu, Barrister-at-law, 
' 
.and Neal Lawson, Ba1·rister-at-law. Secretary to the Com- 1 
-mission. Th.e findings of this Commission were printed and 
.gave publicity to the repressive character of the Nor~hern 
Ireland administration. The ·publication of this document 
caused a sensation, and Professor Brierley sp·oke of it as ''a 
staggering docu~ent ... that must shock the conscience of 
anyone who values· the traditions of British constitutional 
G.ov~.mment. '' , · 
1936 
In 1936, the Government introduced the Public Order Bill 
making it an offence, subject to ·certain· exceptions, to wear 
political unif onns· in ·public and for any association of persons 
to be .organised for · the ·piurpose of Usurping the functions of 
the police or of the armed forces. ·The Bill also made it 8:h . 
offence ·to carty offensive weapons, etc.; at public meetings 
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and processions. The N.C.C.L. warned the public that fresh 
legislation would have been unnecessary ,had the police exer• 
cised th~ir powers under Statute and Common Law 
impartially, and foretold th,e dangers that might result from' 1 
fresh legislation tending to curtail the reasonable liberty o . • · 
the subject. Concerning the Bill itself, the N.C.C.L., while 
approving parts of it, expressed strong disapproval of certain 
·sections, and organised a London Delegate Conference which ~ , ~ 
appointed a deputation to present the vieWs of the Conference . , 11 : 
to the leaders of the Labour Party. T,he resolution adopted ,, 
by the Conference expressed strong disapp:roval -of the pro- ' 
·vision in the Bill still permitting the use of political unifol1l)s 
on certain occasions, and those relating . to the; restrictiofl: and 
prohibition of processions. and extending the off~nce .of 
'' insulting words and behaviour," and called upon .. th~ 
Government to withdraw the.m. - In order to make it clear 
that the wide powers incorporated· in the Bill were intended 
to be used against the fascist ·J ew-b,aiters, the Council also 
p1ressed for an amendment to provide that '' Any person wh_9 
in any public place or at any pub1lic meeting uses words 
c.alculated to bring any racial or religious community into 
pub1lic hatred or contempt would be guilty of an offence.'' 
Unfortunately, this amendment was not incorporated in the 
Act. _ 
The Council in 1936 also arranged .an important commis-
sion of Inquiry into the Thurloe Square Police: baton c.harge, 
after an official inquiry had been refused. The Council's 
Commission consisted of Professor Norman Bentwich, Harri-
son Barrow, Professor F. M. Cornford, J. B. Priestley, Miss 
·Eleanor Rathbone, M.P., and Dudley Co1lard, Barrister-at-
law, Secretary. 
D11ring the previoµs two years and the following .years 
the Council also consistently opposed Sir Oswald Mosley~s 
anti-semitism and disr·egard of civil liberty, and sent observers 
to the Albert Hall, Olymp1ia and other fascist demonstratio11s 
to report on the incidents. which took place:. Considerable 
publicity was given to these reports. 
1937 
In 1937 the Council arranged for Sir Stafford Cripps, K.c·., 
to undertake the defence of the Harworth Colliery strikers, 
and afterwards organised a petition of over a quarter . of a 
million signatures for the remission of the heavy sentences 
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imposed. Much publicity was gained by the printed. report 
l• of an investigation at Harworth by Ronald Kidd, the Secretary 
of the Council. The report showed tha_t there could be no 
!' ·doubt that the colliery owners abused their position to deny 
'to the miners their civil rights of freedom of association and 
' assembly ; and that there were serious irregularities in the 
conduct of the conside·rable numb·e:r of Nottinghamshire p1olice 
·who were drafted into Harworth village at the time of this 
'" · • industrial dispute·. This action of the Council received the. 
: wa·rm appreciation and support of the Trade Union movement. 
l ' During 1937 and 1938 the Council became increasingly 
concerned by the Authorities' misuse of the Official Secret~ 
Acts. When these Acts were passed in Parliament the first 
in 1889, the second in 1911, and the third in 1920 Govern-
ment spokesmen reiterated that they were intended to deal 
with espionage. Yet dt1ring tl1e years 1930 to 1938, witl1 
increasing frequency, individuals were charged in the Courts 
with violating the Official Secrets Acts in circumstances which 
seemed clearly to indicate that these Acts were being used 
for the suppression of the freedom of the Press, the freedom 
of expression (even in Parliament) and the civil rights of 
Civil Servants. During these years the National Government 
became more and 1nore intolerant of opposition and the 
N.C.C.L., together with other progressive organisations, 
reali~ed that steps must be taken to preserve the essential 
democratic fre.edoms. 
In 1937 the N.C.C.L. launched, jointly with the National 
Union of Journalists, a campaign against the misuse of the 
Official Secrets Acts. Attention was drawn in particular to 
the cases of Mr. Lewis and Major Vernon . Mr. Lewis was 
D Stockport Press rep1orter whose warning was publis.hed in the 
Manchester '' D·aily Disp·atch '' that a common swindler was 
going . around the neighbourhood victimising unsuspecting 
persons. It ·transpired that the information about the 
swindl~r n1ust have been obtained from a police document, 
because it \\1as a fairly close paraphrase of a police circular. 
In accordance with the traditions of his profession, Mr. Le\vis 
honourably refused to divulge to the police the sot1rce of his 
information, and he was therefore prosecuted under the 
Official Secrets Act. Major Vernon was a technical officer 
employed at a Royal Aircraft Establishment. In August. 
1937, four self-admitted fascists broke into his bungalo\\F and 
stole a quantity of his personal belongings, including some 
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Left wing political books a11d other documents. 1_,he burglars 
were charged with theft, but the report of the case at Quarter 
Sessions gave. the impression that instead of the burglars 
being charged, Major Vernon was being charged for his 
political opinions. The documents stoJen by the thieves 
came into possession of the Air Ministry!' who then prose-
cuted Majo·r Vernon under the Official Secrets Acts. The 
docun1ents were not originals, but were notes made by Major 
Vernon from official docum~nts for the purpose of assisting 
him in his scientific and technical work for the Air Ministry. 
Major Vernon ·was fi11ed and discharged from tl1e Civil Ser-
vice. The N.C.C.L. published a11 account of the Vernon 
case which had a wide circulation. 
1938 
Subsequently, in November, 1938, the Council and the 
National Union of Journalists co-operated in the organisation 
of a delegate conference on ''Freedom of the Press and the 
Official Secrets Acts.'' This Conference was attended by 
900 delegates, representing 350 organisations. Major G. 
Lloyd George, M.P ., was the Chairman of the Conference 
and the principal speakers were Dingle F~oot, N1.P., Compton 
l\1ackenzie, L. C. White, then. Assistant General Secretary 
of the Civil Service Clerical Association, A. P. Herbert, 
M.P., Kingsley Martin, Editor of the'' New Statesman," C. J. 
Bundock, General Secretary of the National Union of Journa-
lists, and R. Willis, Secretary of the London Trades Council. 
The Conference was followed by an influential deputation 
to the Home Secretary and. later a Men1orandum was pre-
sented to the Home Secret~ry demanding drastic reform of 
the Official Secrets Acts. As a result of the popular outcry 
against the misuse of the Acts, the Government introduced 
an Amending Bill in February, 1939, which limited the 
powers of police interrogation to matters affecting the safety 
·of the State. 
In February, 1938, the Council was responsible for sending 
the Dean of Chichester (the Very Reverend A. S. Duncan-
Jones) and Dr. W. C. Moore, of Oxford University, to Berlin 
to attend as observers the trial of Pastor Niemoller. The 
trial was held in camera and the Dean and Dr. Moore were 
refused admission, but they were able to obtain some useful 
information, and . their presence in Berlin undoubtedly exer-
cised a considerable effect on the result of the trial. On their 
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return a Press Conference was held and wide publicity 
secured. 
After the Anschlus in 1938 the refusal of the admission to 
ihi_s country of Austrian refugees raised acutely the question 
of the right of asylum hitherto always extended to victims 
of political, religious or racial persecu~ion. The N.C.C.~. 
made approaches to the Hon1e Secretary _and called a meeting 
in a Committee Room of the House of Commons under the 
Chairn1anship of Professor Norman· Bentwich. The meeting 
was attended by Members of Parliament and representatives 
of societies dealing with refugee questions. As a result of 
the meeting, an informal group was constituted to deal with 
refugee -questions from the legal _and propaganda angle. 
Later in the same year, after the Munich settlement, the 
Council organised important 4eputations to the Foreign 
Secretary, Lord Halifax, and to the High Commissioners for 
Canada, New Zealand, Australia and South Africa to urge 
that large-scale schemes for the settlement of refugees fro~ 
the Sudetenland should be carried through. The Council 
also made representations to Me1nbers of Parliament and 
other influential people, who were successful in persuading 
the Government to grant a block of 350 visas to enable 
refugees to be brought to this country in tin1e to save their 
lives. 
In 1938 also, the Council organised, jointly with the Na-
tional Peace Council, a delegate conference on ''War Pre-
parations and Democratic Liberties." This Conference dealt 
with Natio11al Service, Registration, A.R.P., and Trade Union 
rights and standards. 
1939 
In February, 1939, another conference was organised ~y 
the Council on ''Civil Rights of Black-coated Workers.'~ 
This Conference dealt with the victimisation or interference 
with the· rights of bla.ck-coated workers. 
After the introduction of the Emergency Powers (Defence) 
Regulations the Council convened a preliminary conference 
in November, 1939, on ''Civil Lib·erty in Wartime." 
19·40 
This was f olloWed in 1940 by two further highly successful 
delegate Conferences on Cjvil Liberty -and the Defeat of 
Fascism. These conferences dealt in particular with .the 
Defence Regulations and appointed a deputa!ion to wait upon 
8 
th~ Minister of Information, at that time .. Mr. Duff Cooper, to 
discuss the que.stion of Press Freedom. As a result of the 
agitation at this tiine the danger of the cmnpulsory censorship 
9f newsp1apers \\1as av·erted. . · · · 
1941 
In February, 1941., the Council organised a two-day Con--
ference ori ."Civil Liberty in the Colonial Empire," and in· 
June, 1941,· jointly with the National Union of Jo.urnalists, 
a delegate Conference on the ''Freedom of the Press," which 
was attended by over 1,000 delegates, representing 616 or-
ganisations. In the same year the Council organised a cam-
paign against the B.B.C. ban on artists and others for their 
political opinions, which culminated in a crowded public 
ineeting. 
1942 
In April, 1942, the Council organised another important 
Public Meeting in the Central Hall, Westminster, on '' Press 
Freedom'' as part of the campaign of protest against the use 
of Regulation 2D, which involved the ban on the ''Daily· 
Worker'' and the threat to the ''Daily Mirror." Such use 
of this Regulation constitut~d a. further attack on Press. 
Freedom in circumstances for which it was not intended. 
Eventually the ban on the '' Daily Worker '' was lifted and no 
further use was made of this Regulation. 
In the autumn in 1942 the Council became concerned at 
the recrudescence of Anti-S·emitism at a time which coincided 
with, military setbacks for Hitler and the dissemination of 
fascist'' peace-offen.sive '' p1rop,aganda. It was clear that Anti-
Semitism was being use.d as a fascist weap1on in this country~ 
in an attempt to· break national unity and distract the attention 
of the peopile· from the main task of defeating Fascism. 
1943 
The N .C.C.L., realisin,g that the division of the nation into 
first-class · and second-class citizens would strike at the very 
foundations of civil liberty, and that if fascism were victori-
ous democracy and all civil liberty would perish, convened 
in April, 1943, a delegate conference in London to make 
plans for combati_ng Anti-Se1nitism and Fascism on a natio~­
wide scale . .. Sorµ~ 450 delegates attended . the Conference~ 
representing . ·273_ organisations with a total membership of 
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over one n1illion. The Conference was followed by an effec-
tive campaign throughout the country. 
In November, 1943, arising out of the Hereford '' Bircl1-
ing '' case, the Council organised a delegate conference on 
Juvenile Courts. Much valuable information was given to 
the delegates by experts on juvenile delinquency and court 
· work. This conference and the publicity given to the ~Here­
ford case led to an increase in public vigilance in matters 
concerning Juvenile Courts and the treatment of young 
offenders. Certain reforn1s have already been introduced, 
and no doubt in the post-war period much more study will 
.. 
be devoted to this subject. · 
1944 
Throughout 1944 the Council was combating Anti-
semitism in the ,Polish Forces in this country. A great 
demonstration o~ protest that such racial persecution should 
be . allowed in this country was held at the Stoll Thec1tre, 
London. As a result of the work done in connection \\1ith 
this campaign some hundreds of Jewish members of the 
Polish Forces were transferred either to the British Forces 
or to work in British mines or other industrial undertakings, 
After the recognition of the Polish Government of National 
Unity by the British and American Governments, the 
N.C.C.L. was disturbed to learn of the persecution of many 
soldiers in the Polish Arn1y in this country who expressed 
approval of the new Polish Governn1ent and indicated their 
desire to return to Poland. The Council therefore arranged 
a reception to representatives of the Press in August, 1945, 
to present to them authentic and up-to-date infor.mation on 
the subject, so that full publicity might be given to these · 
tragic abuses of civil liberty being committed on British 
soil. Several members of the Polish forces bearing signs of 
recent physical ill-treatment were present at the reception. 
As a result of this Press reception much publicity was given 
to the matter in the national and local press. 
LEGAL RESEARCH 
In addition to these and other activities, the Council co11-
cems itself with current legislation as it affects civil liberty. 
Dt1ring the war particular study was made of the Erner- · 
gency Regulations, such as the Essential Work Orders, the 
Protected Places By-laws, the Regulations concerning the 
Freedom of the Press, Regulation 18B, the Allied Forces 
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Acts and many others. Tl1e Co-uncil was able to give expert 
advice on these Regulations and Acts to organisations anti 
individuals; it published statements on many of them and 
constantly made suggestions for their improve1nent. 
Just before the war the Government set up a Comn1ittee 
under the Chairmanship of Lord Porter to study the Law of 
Libel and make recommendations for its improvement. 
When war broke out the sittings of this Committee were 
suspended. In 1945 the Committee resumed its sittings and 
the N.C.C.L. presented for its consideration two imp@rtant 
documents, one dealing with the Law of Defan1ation as it 
.aff e.cts Freedom of the Press and Freedom of Expression and 
the o~her dealing with Legislation against Racial Defamation. 
LITERATURE 
The N.C.C.L. considers the publication of educational 
literature an important part of its work. Many leaflets and 
pamphlets dealing with civil liberty issues have been pub-
lished, outstanding amongst which have been '' The Fight fo·r 
a Free Press," ''Civil Lib·erty and the Industrial Worker," 
~'It Shall Not Happen Here Anti-Semitism, Fascists and 
Civil Liberty," ''Local Government and Civil Liberty," and 
'' Civil Liberty and the Colonies.'' In addition, the monthly 
journal ''Civil Liberty '' provides a regular guide on .civil 
libe1rty matters which is much app·reciated. by the a.ffi:iated 
Organisations and Members of the Council. 
CONSTITUTION 
The v1ork of the N.C.C.L. is directed by representatives 
of affiliated Organisations, of Branche.s of the N.C.C.L., and 
by individual Membe.rs meeting annually . and more fre-
quently if required in accordance with the terms of the 
Constitution. At the Annual General Meeting each year 
resolutions are adopted by the membership which embody 
the principles upon which the activities of the Council are 
to be based for the ensuing year. An Executive Committee 
is elected e,ach. year by p1ostal ballot of the affiliated Organ-
isations, Members and Branches of the N.C.C.L. 
The Council is non-party and non-sectarian. It en1braces 
among its meinbership people of all shades of opinion and 
organisations of tnany diffe1-ent types. The C<)uncil . is th.e 
federating body th1·ough which these organisations and in-
dividuals combine to <' assist in the maintenance of · civil 
11 
liberties, including freedon1 of speech, ·propaganda and 
assembly'' and to ''advance measures for the recovery and 
enlargement of such liber~ties '' (Con.stitution: Clause 2). 
The Council, of course, is not concerned with the activities 
of its affiliated Organisations. ·outside civil liberty matters. 
In particular, the Council is not concerned with industrial 
and Trade Union matters as such. But the N.C.C.L. is con-
cerned with industrial and other legislation in so far as it 
affects traditional civil rights. Thus, the Council always 
o se the Trade Disputes and 'Trade Unions Act of 1927 
which infringe t e c1v1 rig ts o 1v1 ervants and other 
trade unionists. These are matters of fundamental principle 
and are the concern of all citizens, whether. they be trade 
11nionists or 11ot. 
HOW THE COUNCIL WORKS 
T'he N.C.C.L. handles many individual cases of infringe-
ment of civil liberty which, in general, arise from the situa-
tion pertaining at the time. For instance, at the beginning 
of the war the National Service Acts involved a consideration 
of the rights of conscientious objectors. Similarly, the 
Essential Work Orders and the Fire Watching ·Orders called 
for detailed study, both in general and in particular cases~ 
. D) ensure adequate safeguards against abuse of civil liber-
ties. On · the initiative of the N.C.C.L. cases are sometimes 
taken up by Members of Parliament with the appropriate 
Ministry, or matters of principle are raised privately by M.P.s 
with Ministers, or dealt with by questions in the House of 
Con1mons. 
From time to ti1ne the Council arranges meetings in the 
House of Comn1ons to inform- M.P.s about particular prob-
lems and, in the same way, not infrequently holds Press 
receptions for the purpose of making the public aware~ 
through the Press, of infringements of civil liberty. 
Deputations are also arranged to Ministers of State to place 
information and suggestions before the Government and to 
seek its aid in ft1rther den1ocratic advancement and the 
enlargement of civil liberties in any particular respect. 
As this record has already shown, the Council carries out 
important educational .. work through the organisation of dele-
gate conferences and public meetings and demonstrations~ 
which, besides having a long-term educational effect, also 
have short-term, immediate results. 
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In addition, the work of the Cou11cil is helped forward 
by the actiVities of its Branches in the country. The · 
Branches are the g11ardians of civil liberty in their localities. 
Through the local press, by week-end schools and public. 
meetings they inform public opinion of attacks upon and 
development of civil liberty. · 
. 
Similarly, the Organisations affiliated to the Council are 
able to assist the N .C.C.I. by informing it of abuses of civil 
liberty in their particular sph,e.res and they ca~ obtain hel.P 
in dealing with these through the advice which the Council 
can give them from its specialised kn.owledge and wider 
• 
experience . 
BEFORE THE WAR 
In general, it can be said that in its early days the N .C.C.L. 
found itself comb,ating attacks ,on civil liberty by those ill 
authority. ·It fought Government Bills which, ·in its opinion, 
violated the basic principles of civil liberty. It protested against 
the abuse of police powers and th.e fact that the Police Force 
appeared to pay insufficient attention to the rights of indi-
vidual citizens and seemed to afford pTotection to those whose. 
aim was to destroy democracy. 
DURING THE WAR 
i\fter the outbreak of war in 1939 the Council came to 
realise that in the interest of the paramount task of the defeat 
of Fascism some civil lib·erties must be temp,orarily sacri-
ficed. So the N.C.C._L., in general, was prepared to accept 
the Defence Regulations; thQugh it was constantly making 
suggestions for greater safeguards and the more equitable 
application of the Regulations. It must be emphasised, how-
ever, that the ·Council . never ceased to Uphold the great 
corner-stones of Democracy whether in peace or war-
f reedom of Speech, Freedom of Assembly, Freedom of Asso·~ 
ciation and, in partic11lar, Freedom of the Press. It accepted 
of course, . the need for certain restrictions and cens~rship 
for sec1'-rity reasons during the war, but it was always in the 
forefront of the struggle to maintain freedom of opinion and 
criticism so long as this did not entail the dissemination of 
fascist, pro-fascist or enemy propaganda. The importance 
·of this successful struggle cannot ·be over-emphasised, parti-
ct1larly in the light of the total censorship of the Press and 
:I 3 
• 
the suopression of civil liberties in France in the grim days 
of 1940. 
INTO THE PEACE 
(~learly, Fascism has not disappeared with the military· 
defeat of Nazi Germany and Japan. The struggle against 
Fascism must continue until it is totally eradicated in all its. 
forms. President Truman accurately described the situation 
· when he said in his speecl1 after the defeat of Nazi ·Germany: 
'' ~All Fascism did not die with Mussolini. Hitler is finished ... 
but the seeds spread by his disordered mind have firm root 
in too many fanatical brains. It is easier to remove tyrants. 
and destroy concentration camps than it is to kill the ideas 
which gave them birth and strength." 
The future attacks on civil liberty and democracy will 
take many subtle forms, and frequently they will be made 
falsdY in the name of "Freedom." It will not always be 
easy for people to recognise them for what they are. 
Civil Liberty is not an abstract or absolute value Those 
liberties which we know and enjoy in Britain owe their origin 
to a long course of struggle against tyranny of one form or 
another. They are social rights, belonging to us as men1bers 
of a society whit:h itself makes certain demands upon us in 
return. Absolute liberty would be anarchy; civil liberty is 
the degree of liberty which the individual as a citizen enjoys 
in return for the subordination of his private interests to 
tl1e interests of the society in which he lives. In a dem.ocratic 
country there is general agreement as to what is to be sacri-
ficed and what retained in the way of liberties because, in 
general, sacrifice is equal as between citize11s, and each one~ 
through the processes of democratic rep1·esentatio11, has a 
voice in the decision. 
In the period of reconstruction ahead the N .C.C.L. must 
play a worthy part in making 'British citize11s fully consciou.s 
of their democratic priviieges and respo11sibilities, so that they 
will reject anything which is at variance with the enlargement 
of civil liberties and the interests of society as a whole. 
October, 1945. 
; 
14 
N·ow that you know what the N.C.C.L. has done and is doing, 
get your Organisation to affiliate and become a Member yourself. 
Fill up the applica.tion form below and send it with the appropriate 
remittance to the General Secretary. 
FEES PAYABLE: 
Mini111um Annual Membership Subscription 
For I11dividt1als . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 Os. 
~finimum A11n11al Affiliation Fees 
For Organisations : 
N.4 TIONAL 0RGANISA TIONS. LOCAL 0RGANISA TIONS._ 
Paid-up ~1e1nbers.hip 
251 to 500 
501 to 1,000 . . . 
1,001 to 2,500 
2,501 to 5,000 
5,001 to 7,500 • • • 
7,501 to 10,000 
• • • 
10,001 and over . . . 
Paid-up Men1bership Affiliation Fee 
s. d. 
. . . 
. . . • • • 
. . . . . . 
. . . . . . 
• • • . . . 
. . . • • • 
• • • • • • 
Up to 100 
100 to 250 
. . . 10 0 
. . . 15 0 
Affiliation Fee 
£ s. d. 
. . . 1 0 0 
• • • • • • 2 0 0 
• • • 3 0 0 ' 
. . . 4 0 0 
• • • • • • 5 0 0 
• • • 
. . . 7 10 0 
• • • . . . 10 0 0 
.For small organisations or in other special circumstances these fees 
may be reduced at the discretion of the Committee (Clause 10, 
Constitution). 
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To the GENERAL SECRETARY, 
National Council for C'ivil Liberties, 
1 lA, Kings Road, 
I_Jondon, S.W.3. 
~ e } .................................................................................................... ................................................................................................. declare { ::r 
adhesion to the aims of· the NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CIVIL 
LIBERTIES and wish to be ·enrolled as 
I 
\Ve enclose the sum of £ • • • • 
an individual member 
an affiliated society. 
annual 
donation 
subscription 
affiliation fee 
NAME ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... -
ADDRESS ............................................................................................................. . 
. . ........................ ···························· ......... ············································ ................... ... 
................. ···························· .......... ............................................................................................................... ······································-·············· .. ··············· 
l Da tc ............................................................................................................................................................................... . 
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t 
PUBLICATIONS YOU SHOULD 
READ 
"Civil Liberty and the Colonies" 
prepared by 
Overseas Sub-Committee, N .C.C.L. 
\ 
Price 9d. (by post 1 Od.) 
"It Shall Not Happen Here" 
Anti-Semitism, Fascists and Civil Liberty 
. by 
Elizabeth A. Allen, General Secretary, N.C.C.L. 
Price 6d. (by post 7d.) 
"Civil Liberty" 
The journal of the N .C.C.L. 
Each month 2d. per copy. 
Annual Subscription 3s. , 
.. 
.. 
• 
The Walthamstow Press, Ltd. 
(T.U.), Guardian House, E.17 
